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Instructions & Supplies for Fabricating NO Sew Roman Shades 

Video for shades at: 

http://www.homefashionsu.com/Roman_Shades.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Allow 2 inches on each side of window for outside mounted shades. 

  

Measuring your window for a inside mount roman shade 

Measure EXACT window opening size. DO NOT TAKE ANY DEDUCTIONS.  

Width: Measure in 3 places (top, middle, and bottom) and use the NARROWEST measurement.  

Measure in 3 places and use the TALLEST measurement 

. 
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Supply List  

 Fabric 

 Lining (determine which is best for your needs) 

 Mounting Board or Head Rail  (See RBS on website) 

 Shade Cord 

 Sealah Tape 

 Cord Lock 

 Screw Eyes or Cord Idler Pulley 

 Screw Eye Driver 

 Ribs 

 Iron On Rib Tape  (applied with home iron) 

 UV stable Sew On Rings 

 Brass Sew On Rings (for bottom of shade) 

 Cord Adjuster Orbs 

 Weight Bar 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

     Cord Lock                Cord Pulley            Screw Eyes                 Ribs                             Rib Tape 

       

Shade Cord      Sealah Tape             UV Rings                    Brass Rings                     Adjusting Orbs 

     

   Screw Eye Driver     Weight bar               RBS System 
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Instructions for fabricating a No Sew Roman Shade 

There are several ways to make a roman shade and you will discover the method that works best for you.  

It also depends on the fabric which method is best to use. 

 Measure the window to calculate amount of fabric needed 

Example: Window 36ò wide x50ò long ï finished with 1ô5ò side hems and 4ò double fold bottom hem. 

 Allow 1.5ò double fold side hems = 3òto each side for a total of 6ò to the width.   

Allow 4-6ò double fold hem in the bottom ï allow 8ò of fabric for bottom hem and 2ò to finish the top of the 

shade.  Shade will be mounted on a 1.5ò x 36ò board. 

Cut measurement: Width 36ò+6ò=42ò    Length 50ò + 10ò=60ò                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

     

Fabric ï the best fabrics for roman shades are crisp, cotton, cotton blends, silk, and polyester.  Avoid 

upholstery fabrics with latex backing and soft limp fabrics for a flat roman.  Limp fabrics work great for 

other styles of shades. 

Determine the width and length of the fabric needed to construct the size and style of the shade you wish 

to make. 

Important: The fabric must cut square or your shade will not hang straight. 

You can pull a thread, use a T-square, or a table grid to make sure that your fabric is straight. 

If your fabric is not wide enough you will need to seam it together.  I suggest pattern matching and 

seaming the fabric with Sealah Tape.  Sewing can sometimes shorten the length at the seam which will 

cause your shade to hang crooked. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lining 

Linings will be cut according to the size of your shade.  Widths are seamed the same as the fabric widths.  

Try to match the seams in the fabric and lining so they will line up and not show separately. 
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Assemble the Roman Shade.   

You will find several videos on our website at http://www.homefashionsu.com/Roman_Shades.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

1. Checking measurements                                   2. Fabric has been Sealah Taped together 

  

3.  Fold, measure bottom hem           

 

пΦ  tǊŜǎǎ оέƛƴ ƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ ǎƛŘŜΦ ¦ƴŦƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŜŘƎŜ ǘƻ 

ƳŜŜǘ  ŦƛǊǎǘ  ŦƻƭŘΦ  wŜŦƻƭŘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ŀ мΦрέ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ƘŜƳΦ 

 

   

5.  Add Lining with wrong sides together           6.  Re-press keeping your fabric square at all times 

http://www.homefashionsu.com/Roman_Shades.html
http://www.homefashionsu.com/Roman_Shades.html
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тΦ  [ƛƴƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ Ŏǳǘ оέ smaller than face fabric         8.  Double fold side hems and press 

   

9. Re-press bottom hem                                             10. Measure and mark space for iron rib tape. 

You will sew rings to the back of the shade to make it operational, either plastic or metal rings may be used.   

We suggest the rings be stitched by hand through the layers for fabric.  Be sure to pin the fabric together so 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƴȅ ǎƘƛŦǘƛƴƎΦ   

The distance between rows of rings vertically will be determined by the size of folds the shade will have.  

Typically, larger shades will have larger folds and smaller shades will have smaller folds.   For Example:  

9ƛƎƘǘ ƛƴŎƘŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Ǌƻǿǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ пέ ŦƻƭŘǎΦ   IƻǊƛȊƻƴǘŀƭ ǎǇŀŎƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ǾŀǊȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ уέ ς мпέ ŀǇŀǊǘΣ 

depending on the width of the shade. 

 

 

Iron Rib Tape 
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Ribs used in shades will help maintain the shade width.  They will also prevent the dipping of the fabric 

between the horizontal rows of rings when the shade is raised.  The Rib Tape is iron on and the ribs are 

3/16ò diameter to slide between the lining and the rib tape. 

 

 

 
 

Complete instructions included with the 

cord lock. 


